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Background 

The Houndwood community Group continues to work towards their aim of ‘Making 

Houndwood a better, safer place to live in and caring for our environment and 

neighbours, encouraging a spirit of community amongst the residents of the 398 

diverse housing units on our Icon/Houndwood Estate. 

 

Finance 

We have attached our latest set of accounts. The committee are very. 

grateful to Street Parish Council for their contribution to our running costs. We also 

continued to utilize equipment and material provided by Mendip District Council in 

the form of two grants that were awarded to us in 2022 (but partially spent in 2023).  

Thanks too to LiveWest who gave us a donation towards our community events. 

Donations from residents are also much appreciated. Having residents from diverse 

backgrounds means we feel unable to charge a membership fee as this might 

exclude some residents from joining in our activities. 

 

Estate Management 

As most residents are aware, Premier Estates are currently managing the common 

areas on the estate that are not designated road or paths. Their contractor Avery 

Landscapes manage most of the common areas; however, some areas and trees are 

not included in their contract.  

The environment of our Icon/Houndwood Estate makes for a nice place to live, 

surrounded by waterways and mature trees. We are still very disappointed by the 

inadequate nature of Premier Estate’s support especially to the trees, waterways, 

and nature area maintenance.     

Road repair is still an outstanding issue on both halves of the estate. The two 

developers, Crest Nicholson and Barratt Homes will have to repair them before 

Somerset Council adopts them. There still doesn’t seem to be any progress on this. 
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Communication with residents.  

We published two newsletters in 2023, one in the Spring and one in the Winter. 

Several flyers were distributed to all houses advertising events, see events below. 

We continue to use the three noticeboards, updating them on a regular basis. 

Facebook is very active and the main port of call for many residents. Our website has 

a lot of useful and interesting information for residents.  

Events 

Annual General MeetingAnnual General MeetingAnnual General MeetingAnnual General Meeting. Our AGM was held online on 24th June 2023 

Events on the GreenEvents on the GreenEvents on the GreenEvents on the Green. We decided to have three picnics on the green, one for the 

Coronation on 8th May and one called “Gather on the Green”, to celebrate the 

summer on 8th July and 28th August, one with rain, one without.  We have two large 

tents to keep the rain off and committee members provided games for the children to 

play, archery, rounders, Jenga, parachute game and Connect Four plus many 

others. Prizes were given. 

HalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloween. (31st October) We had a competition to encourage residents to decorate 

their houses and roads. Congratulations to the winners, prizes were awarded to the 

best and most novel. It is always great to see all the children dressed up and trick or 

treating on the estate each year. 

Christmas decorationChristmas decorationChristmas decorationChristmas decorations.s.s.s. Another competition for residents with prizes given for best 

road, best house, and best window/balcony. It was great to see so many residents 

joining in. 

Ecology Group 

We encouraged residents to be involved in “No Mow MayNo Mow MayNo Mow MayNo Mow May”. We had a naturenaturenaturenature    eventeventeventevent on 

26th July counting butterflies, bugs and identifying birds. Bat WalksBat WalksBat WalksBat Walks were carried out 

on 21st April. We have three bat detectors to enable this. There are huge numbers on 

the estate which fly certain paths around us. We continued to look after the bird bird bird bird 

boxesboxesboxesboxes, those used need cleaning once a year. We used our endoscope to check 

which ones had been nested in, 12 had been. One of our two hedgehoghedgehoghedgehoghedgehog boxes was 

used, we suspect by a mouse. 
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Houndwood Community Group
2018, 2019, 2020, & 2022 Calendar Years

Item 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Balance Brought Forward 33.22£            741.18£          1,027.56£      1,375.12£      2,603.70£      1,678.50£      
Grants 1,400.00£      1,100.00£      600.00£          1,708.57£      600.00£          675.00£          

Community Project Grant -£                -£                -£                -£                1,713.72£      -£                
Lottery -£                55.50£            269.00£          220.00£          233.50£          221.00£          
Donations 931.59£          850.49£          144.55£          59.18£            1,064.06£      50.00£            
Fete Income 840.00£          328.15£          -£                -£                400.00£          -£                

Income in Year 3,171.59£      2,334.14£      1,013.55£      1,987.75£      4,011.28£      946.00£          
Admin (other) 163.93£          163.99£          195.39£          119.61£          171.07£          25.00£            

Insurance 269.98£          269.98£          269.98£          160.32£          188.30£          213.80£          
IT Costs 100.00£          100.00£          90.00£            93.00£            93.00£            45.00£            
Newsletters 87.06£            87.00£            65.60£            152.98£          247.75£          211.67£          

ECO Grant Spend (recvd. 2021) 1,183.51£      -£                
Community Grant Spend 1,709.88£      -£                
Equipment -£                253.98£          -£                -£                -£                22.60£            
Fete 1,474.40£      1,027.28£      -£                -£                1,342.97£      -£                
Halloween 312.64£          45.43£            -£                39.70£            -£                47.77£            
Xmas 48.59£            
Gardening -£                81.91£            126.91£          160.32£          -£                40.00£            
Litter Pick 55.62£            43.75£            90.66£            33.24£            -£                47.48£            

Expenditure in Year 2,463.63£      2,047.76£      665.99£          759.17£          4,936.48£      701.91£          
Carried Forward 741.18£          1,027.56£      1,375.12£      2,603.70£      1,678.50£      1,922.59£      

Year on Year Accouts 2018, 19, 20, 21, 22 23 1st January 2024
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Gardening Group 

The gardening group has continued to utilise all the equipment purchased with the 

Mendip Grant for 2022. The greenhouse is being used to produce abundant plants. 

Bulbs were donated by residents to increase the amount around the estate. Our own 

compost is now being produced. Most of the planters on the estate are maintained by 

the gardening group. Plant donations are also gratefully received and plants 

transplanted  around the estate for the best effect. If the sun is out so our gardening 

team. 

Litter  

Monthly litter picksMonthly litter picksMonthly litter picksMonthly litter picks are carried out if it is not raining. We have been doing this for 10 

years on the estate. In addition, many residents pick up litter when they see it. If you 

would like to join us, just look out for posts on noticeboards and Facebook, we have 

all you need to do this safely and it is quite addictive once you start. Items are then 

collected by Somerset Council’s contractor. We try hard to find the most interesting 

item that has been abandoned on the estate. Winners are a horse’s head mask and 

a 10-mph speed sign with post 

Supermarket trolleysSupermarket trolleysSupermarket trolleysSupermarket trolleys are often left abandoned on our estate. We use an App 

(Trolleywise) to report them, and the company comes from Bristol to collect and 

return them to the relevant store. 

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion    

It has been another successful year. The Facebook group membership has grown. 

We have seen new faces at our summer events and the Halloween and Christmas 

decoration competition are going from strength to strength. Plans for 2024 include 

Frog and Toad Safaris and Bat Walks and well as gatherings on the green during the 

summer with children’s activities. 



2023 Newsletters



2023 Posters and Flyers




